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2 ConiNnTtET. 10, I. 


For we muſt all appear before the Fudg- 
ment-Seat of Chriſt, that every one 
may receive the things done in his 
Body, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad. 


Knowing therefore the Terror of the 
Lord we perſwade Men; but we 
are made manifeſt unto God, and I 
truſt alſo, are made manifeſt in your 
Conſciences. 


UR Apoſtle had here an Argument 
| FB before him, of a very delicate and 
'« * tender Nature, by which he was 
engaged in a Difficulty, which every 
Man will feel, who is to ſpeak any 


. 


thing of himſelf, and of his own Integrity, 
He will find it, then, the hardeſt Thing in the 
World to guard on the One Hand, againſt the 


L. Oppreſſions of Modeſty, and an unmanly Diffi- 
| A 2 dence ; 
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4. A Farewell-Sermon 
dence; as on the other, to ward off the Impu- 
tations of Inſolence, Arrogance, and Conceit. 


St. Paul had paſs'd through various Cenſures, 
as all Men muſt in a publick Station; and, as he 
expreſſeth his own Senſe of it in the next Chap- 
ter, * through Honour and Diſhonour, through evil 
Report and good Report, as a Decerver, and yet 
true: And therefore well-knowing how much 
the Succeis of all his Labours among theſe Co- 
rinthians, would depend upon the Perſonal Opi- 
nion they ſhould entertain of hin; he hath em- 
ploy'd the firſt ſeven Chapters of this Epiſtle, in 
a Defenſe of himſelf, from ſome unkind Inſinua- 
tions which had been ſpread againſt him, as a 
Man of Deſign and Artitice, and a mighty 
Lover of Dominion and Authority; to wich 
he hath added many ſeaſonable and ſolemn Al- 
ſertions of the + Stmplicity and godly Sincerity, 
wherewith he had diſcharged amongſt them the 
Duties of his Function; and of the uncotrupt 
Views, wherewith he had hitherto endeavour'd 
to ſerve them in their moſt important Intereſts. 


Ar the 13th Verſe of the preceding Chapter, 
he opens, I think, his Entrance upon this 1 opic 
of his Diſcourſe, which he hath branched out 
into two Diviſions ; in the One, be had reſped 
unto that Recompenſe of Reward, which he ex- 
pected from the Hand of his righteous Judge; 
as with a View to it, he had told them, in the 
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gth Verſe of this Chapter, he had therefore 
labour d, that whether preſent or abſent, he might 
be accepted by their common Maſter : From whence 
he proceeds in my Text, to another very great 
and prevailing Motive with him, vig. that ſo- 
lemn Appearence which we all muſt make at the 
Judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, there to receive in, or 
through, the Body, according to what we have 
done, whether it be good or bad. | 


An p ſurely theſe united Expectations, (the 
Hope of God's Favour, and the Fear of his 
Vengeance) might, in a Conſtruction of Charity, 
| or even of common Juſtice, be preſumed to have 
their Weight with any Man of good Senſe and 
Realon ; the Want of which was never imputed 
to our Apoſtle, by the worſt, and moſt impla- 
cable, of all his Enemies. | 


Knowtmg therefore, faith he, the Terror of the 
Lord we perſwade Men: As if he had faid, — 
* From a ſerious and convincing Senſe of the 
Importance of the Goſpel, to my ſelf and 
« you; from a lively proſpect of the Recompenſe 
c entail'd upon a cordial Adherence to it; from 
* an awakening Apprehenſion of thoſe unut- 
* terable Torments, which will be certainly in- 
«* flicted upon the Tranſgreſſors of it; from 
* Motives of this high and momentous Nature, 
© and not from thole low and ſiniſter Views, 
* which by ſome have been aſcribed to me, I 
have hitherto been employed in perſwading 
Men to be Chriſtians.” For the Truth of the 
toregoing Declaration, he Appeals to God, the 

great 
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at Searcher of Hearts; to which he ſubjoins 


à 4 modeſt Reference to their own inward Senti. 


ments and Convictions. We are made manifeſt 
(faith he) unto God; and, I truſt alſo, are made 
manifeſt in your Conſciences. 


Re 4D, altogether, the firſt ſeven Chapters of 


this Epiſtle with Attention and Care; obſerve 
the Strain and Tenor of our Apoſtle's reaſoning 
throughout them; conſider the Aſperſions he was 
to wipe off, the Opinion he was either to raiſe, 


or to preſerve, in the Minds of the Perſons he 


was engaged with; the Difficulty of Self- com- 
mendation, or of Self. vindication, when even 
the moſt neceſſary and unavoidable; and then 


1 will recommend to the Man of critical Diſcern- 


ment, as well as to the plain Chriſtian, the Force, 
the Beauty, the Pathos, the Turn, the Point, 
the Inſinuation, and the Addreſs; together with 
the Simplicity, the Gravity, the Goodneſs, the 


Honeſty, the Prudence, and the pious Meaning 


of our Elegant and Holy Author, in every Part 
of this admirable Compoſition, which I have no 
where ſeen excceded in any Writer whatſoever, 
either Profane or Sacred ; Human or Divine. 


The Words * done in the Body, are capable of 
two different Conſtructions, which are both, 
however, applicable to our Apoſtle's Purpoſe. 


* ir Koulonl2y tas - 1H dis T6 - Tews d 
netter, & aye, al; none. 
W. 
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We, by adding in our Verſion the Word done 
(which is not in the Original) repreſent the Senſe 
of the Paſſage, as plainly relative to the Beha- 
viour and the Actions of Men in their preſent 
Life ; which yet is ſufficiently ſpoken to in the 


Words next following; according to what he 


hath done. Now to ſay, that every Man ſhall re- 
ceive the Things done in his Body, according to 
what he hath done, hath very much the Appear- 


ance of a Tautology ; i. e. of ſaying the ſame 


Thing twice over in one and the ſame Sen- 
tence. 


IT is more agreeable to the Language of 
the Apoſtle, to the Words he hath made uſe 


| of, and to the Rules of good Senſe and Writing, 


to interpret the Paſſage thus: That ever 
Man may receive, in, or through, his Body, accord- 
ing to what he hath done in it; through it, as 
the Inſtrument, the Canal, the Vehicle, or the 
Organ, by which the Reward of his Deeds ſhall 
be diſpenſed to him. 


FRO M the Words thus open'd, and from the 
Aſſertion contained in them, I ſhall enter upon 
the following Inquiries. 


* 8 


N. B. Some read the Paſſage T& ld,ẽ Ts owunTQ)-. 
but the Senſe is thus more dilute, aud more undeter mi- 
kate. 
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1. Why we muſt all be judged. 


2. Why this Judgment muſt be general and 
Public. 


3. Why Chriſt our Judge. 


4. Why the Awards of this Judgment ſhall 
reach and affect us in, or through, the Boch. 


5. and Laſtly, I all obſerve to you the In. 
finence which theſe ſeveral Proſpeets ought 
to bave upon us in evcry Poſture and Kela- 
tion, every Circumſtance and Condition, of 


our preſent Life. 
1. ] am to inquire, Why wwe muſt all be judged. 


Now that we are made to be accountable, the 
Preſages and Remonſtrances of our own Minds ſo 
feelingly aſſure us, that all the Pains which the 
Sinner can take to rid himſelt ot the Apprehenſion 
can never anſwer to his Satisfaction. In the Day 
of Diſtreſs, and, ſometimes, even amidſt the high- 
eſt Jollities of Life, this gloomy Proſpect will 
haunt him, will embitter the one, and will 
thicken the Darkneſs and Horror of the other. 


T xx Oeconomy of Providence in its preſent 
Diſtributions of Good and Evil, could never ap- 
pear with any Luſtre and Advantage, never indeed 
without Soil and Blemiſh, if there were in Re- 
verſion no Day of Reckoning, when all the Irre- 

gularities 
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arities of the Scene before us, are to be clear- 
ed up and adjuſted, and all of us to receive 
without a ſingle Failure or any one Exception, 
according to what we have done, whether it be 

nd Good, or whether it be Evil. 


SurPoOSE all we are doing, or receiving he re; 
to be upon Accompt, and one great ſolemn Au- 
dit appointed for ſettling the Balance; the little 
Intricacies and Perplexities which ſhall involve it 
in the Interim, will eaſily then be born with, 
as they are naturally to be expected, amidſt the 
various Interferings and Entanglements of the Life 
which now 1s; where it cannot well be, but that 
ſome will receive more, and others leſs, than 
their comparative Doings and Deſervings might, 
in the Views of {tri& Juſtice, claim tor them. 
The Moral of thoſe important Words in the 
Parable will ſet all to Rights; * Son, remem- 
ber, that thou, in thy Liſe- time, receivedſt thy good 
Things, and likewiſe Lazarus evil Things; but 
ow he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 


Ox the other Hand; ſuppoſe that nothing abides 
$ in Futurity, no Account to be given or taken, 
no Judgment to come, no Balance to be ſtruck, 

o Actions to be weigh'd in any Scale hereafter ; 
Events are here ſo confuſed and ſo promiſcuous ; 
nnocence ſo often ſuffers, ſo often even for being 
uch; Wickednels is, in ſo many Inſtances, trium- 
nant ; and the Reaſon of its being ſo, is fo fre- 


—_— 


de- * St. Luke 16. 25. 
re- B quently 
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quently owing to its own Exceſſes, and to the 
overflowwings of Ungodlineſs ; that, upon this Sup. 

ſal, there would be no room to believe the 
World, or the Things and Perſons in it, unde 
any Direction of a wile and holy Governor. And 
if there were no room for believing that it is a 


under his Care, there would be little Reaſon to 


imagine that it was ever ſo. And if there were 
any Ground of ſurmizing that it was ue ver 1o; 
our Ideas of the Creation it ſelf, would gradual. 
iy dwindle and diſappear; and fo by — Sight 
of our Governor, we ſhould inſenſibly drop the 
Notion of our Creator; there being juſt as much 
Reaſon for our Belief of the one, as there is for 
our Perſwaſion of the other; and as much Reaſor 
for conſidering him under the Notion of our 
Judge, as under the View of our Governor o 
Creator either. 


Fo R, obſerve the Connexion: Did he create the 
World Then it was once at leaſt under his Care, 
Was it once under his Care? What imaginableRes- 


ſon is there to believe he would ever depart fron 


it? Indeed what Poſſibility is there of conceiving 
that he ſhould alter his Meaſures, or his Purpoſes 
in whom tis no Variableneſs, neither Shadow of tum. 
ing? Is it therefore nom under the Inſpection and 
the Care of his All- ſearching Eye? The Conkle 
quence hence is clear and cogent, that the right: 
ons Lord who loveth Righteouſneſs, muſt one Daj 
manifeſt his never-failing Regards to it. And 
ſince the preſent State of Things is upon man 
Accounts, unfit for, and incapable of, an exat 
Oeconomy ; therefore, it is the moſt naturil 

| Sentiment 
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Sentiment of an humane Mind to expect a future 
in which ſhall dwell perte& Righteouſneſs. So 
that upon the whole; as ſurely as God is our 
Creator, he is our Governor alſo; and as ſurely 
as he is our Governor, fo ſure it is, that we ſhall 


o an be judged. Proceed we then to inquire 


2. Why this Judgment ſhall be general and public; 


For that it is intended to be ſo, the Text, I 
think, doth plainly intimate, when it tells us, 
that we muſt all appear before a certain Judgment- 
ſeat ; eſpecially when we compare it with other 


Paſſages in holy Writ, which deſcribe * the Son of 


Man, as coming in his Glory, and all his holy An- 
gels with him ; and all Nations as gathered before 
him; and which repreſent the + Dead, ſmall and 
great, as ſtanding before God ; the Books opened 
and the Dead judged, out of thoſe Things which 
were written in the Books, according to their 
"8 Horks. Now, 


For this, I think, we may aſſign a very ob- 


vious Reaſon, vig. that the Honour of Providence. 


requires, and demands ſuch a ſolemn Vindication. 


Fox what concerns our ſelves alone, ſome- 
what leſs, perhaps, of Pomp and Circumſtance 
might be ſufficient ; though even the moſt private 
Life hath ſome Connexion with, ſome Relation 


* * 
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* Mat. xxv. 31, 32. 
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to the Affairs and Actions of others; as theſe 
again have a farther Relation; and ſo by ſome 
tye or other, the whole Chain of Events, from 
the Beginning to the Conſummation of all Things, 
will be found cemented and link d together, 
Thus it is not eaſily conceivable, how any 
ſingle Cate ſhould be confider'd, or have its 
Merits duly eſtimated, without taking into the 
Account of it divers Circumſtances, which others, 
as well as the more immediate Agent, may hap- 
pen to have been concern d in. 


Bur what moſt of all diſcovers the Fitneſs of 
this Univerſal Concourſe to the Tribunal of our 
awtul Judge, is, that all the World may know 
and revere the Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Holinels of 
his ſeveral Adminiſtrations ; that ſome dark Scenes 
may be thence enlightened, and other bright ones 
appear ſtill more glorious ; that all the Events 
and Incidents in the great Plot of Lite, may have 
their ſeveral Beauties unfolded, their Reaſons dil- 
played, their Tendencies to the final Concluſion 
opened; and that the deep all- ſearching Pene- 
tration of him who contrived the whole Plan of 
this wonarous Poem, may be thence illuſtrated 
with its proper Praiſes ; that on ce hand, the 
Sons of Perditi;n may thence obſerve the miſera- 
ble Tendency of their Skill in Miſchiet, to Shame 
and Ruin, inſtead of the Honour and Felicity, 
which they were ſuffer d for a while to dream of; 
how the Things which they vainly fancied would 
hate been for their Health, proved to them the 
direct and apparent Occaſions of their Falling; 
how the ſcenung Indulgences ot Heaven to them 

in 
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in the Succeſs of their miſcalculated Aims and 
Devices, proceeded at Bottom from a real Diſap- 
probation, and from a Deſign of abandoning them 
to all the fatal Conſequences of their own Luſts : 
On the other hand, that the Bleſſed, with hum- 
ble Tranſports of Joy and Wonder, may thence 
adore thoſe mercitul Methods of Providence, 


| which by Inſtruments, perhaps, of Vexation and 
| Pain, warded off Dangers unſeen by them; 


and made the Injuſtice or Oppreſſion, the Fraud 
or Cruelty of others, ſubſervient, in the reſult, 
to their Happineſs and Safety. 


Tuus the Souls of the Righteous, enlighten'd 
with ſo many Diſcoveries of the Divine Wiſdom 
and Juſtice, Holineſs and Mercy, will enter up- 
on the Station allotted to them with Diſpo- 
tions qualified for enjoying it; and with Re- 
ſolutions fixing them, by the moſt rational 
and noble Motives, in an inflexible and ſteady 
Obedience. For though we conceive their 
State will then be unalterable, and their Happi- 
neſs indefeaſible; yet this, we muſt alſo conceive, 
will ariſe from a conſtant Tenor and Uniformity, 
of regular Behaviour and well-dire&ted Choice; 
when the Motives to Evil ſhall no longer al- 
lault them, and when the Motives to Good 
mau be ever preſent with them; ſo that they 
wil be always happy, becauſe always innocent, 
and always obedient: And to their conſtant 
Choice of being ſo, their Obſervations upon the 
beauty, Wiſdom, and Mercy of the Divine Oe- 
conomy, cannot but contribute in very large 
Proportions, when they ſhall have an Opportunity 
of diſcerning it in ſo ſtrong a Light, 3. Oux 
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3. Ou next Inquiry concerns the Perſon 

our Judge; Why Chriſt is to ſuſtain that Office? 
Which ſeems to have a double View in it, of Ho- 
nour to the Mediator, and of Mercy to Man, 
* The Son of Man, it is ſaid, ſhall come in his 
Glory; and ſhall fit upon the Throne of his Glory, 
A wondrous Honour this, for any the moſt ex- 
alted among the Sons of Men |! But as Man 
alone, he were infinitely unequal to ſuch 2 
mighty Province, wherein ſo many compli- 
cated Circumſtances are to be weigh'd, fo 
many Hearts ſearched out, ſo many Conlciences 
ranſack'd, ſo many Secrets diſcloſed : Finally, 
wherein ſuch a long and intricate Chain of Pro- 
vidence is to be cleared and diſentangled, and 


all its various Beauties are to be placed in their 


true and proper Points of Light, This, I lay, is 
a Task, to which we cannot conceive any Hu- 
man, any Angelical, any Mind whatſoever, with 
limited and finite Powers, equal or commenſu- 
rate; and therefore it mult ſignally diſplay to that 
great Aſſembly of Beings, which ſhall be col. 
lected together at the General Reſurrection, 
the vaſt diffuſive Compaſs of his Wiſdom, and 
the peerleſs Honour of his Majeſty, when they 
ſhall find our auguſt Mediator employ'd in ſuch a 
weighty Commiſſion, and ſuch an important 
Truſt : To the Terror of his Enemies, and to the 
Joy of his true Diſciples, it will reſcue even the 
Men Chriſt Jeſus, from that Contempt and Scorn, 
wherewith he once was outraged upon Earth, 
and render him the Object of all poſſible Venerz:- 
tion to the Inhabitants of Heaven. But the 


—— 
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Perſons then before him will find their particular 
Account and Comfort, in having him for their 
Judge, who is a Partaker of their Nature, and 
who hath felt in it all its innocent, and truly pi- 
tiable, Infirmities, The Splendor of the Dezty, 
would be to bright, and too amazing, too terri- 
ble, and too dazling, to be encountered by us, 
were we to plead our laſt Cauſe before it, un- 
veil'd, and unabated, by the Shade of our Huma- 
nit. Inſtead of any favourable Excuſes, any Pleas 
of Mitigation, for the Frailties of our weak and 
degenerate Condition, our Tongues would cleave, 
in that Caſe, to the Roof of our Mouths ; and, 
whatever the Searcher of Hearts might, in his 
infinite Mercy, judge of us, it could not ſo well 
appear to the Satisfaction of that vaſt Company, 
what were the true and intrinſic Merits of our 
reſpective Caules ; and conſequently one great 
End of that ſolemn Aſſembly would be loſt and 
fruſtrated. | 


W juſtly claim and value it as our Privilege 
to be tried by our Peers, or Equals. They 
are moſt likely to make us all equitable, and 
fair Abatements, and to allow us any reaſona- 
ble Plea, the Force of which they can, in ſome 
Meaſure, feel. This will naturally give to 
compaſſionable Delinquents, all decent Meaſures 
of Aſſurance and of Truſt, which may be deem- 
ed of any Conſequence to their Apology and 
Defenſe ; and will take off all juſt Objections, 
which might be ſtarted upon the Difficulties 
ariſing from Surprize and Terror in them. But 
when the Judge is known to have befriended the 

Ferſons 
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Perſons appearing at his Tribunal, in the very 
higheſt Degree, and in the moſt amazing Proofs 
of his Benevolence towards them; He muſt 
then be acknowledged as the moſt proper Arbi- 
ter, one whom, themſelves, if they might 
would, with all Gladneſs and Preference, eled 
into the Office. — Farther yet, and 


4. Wx are to conſider, why the Awards f 
this, his, Judgment ſhall reach and affect us, in, 
or through, the Body. 


TE Perſon (ſay ſome) ſhould ſuffer, which 
hath ſinned ; or ſhould be rewarded, which hath 
paid its expected Obedience. Now the Perſon 
conſiſts of Soul and Body in Conjunction: And 
yet it is agreed by all who reaſon in this Man- 
ner, that the Soul is the only Part of us, which 
is capable of receiving either Puniſhment or Ad- 
vantage; that the Soul alone can and doth di- 
rect thoſe Actions, which entail the one or the 
other upon the Doer of them ; ſo that the Soul 


"is to be conſider'd as ſingly the moral Agent ; 


and therefore it ſhould ſeem, that the Laws of 
Juſtice have no Demand upon any other Part of 
our Compoſition. | 


Bur what J humbly conjecture to be the true 
and formal Reaſon of the Intereſt which our Bo- 
dies are repreſented to have in our future State, 
is the peculiar make of an human Soul, as origi- 
nally form'd by the Will and Wiſdom of our 
Great Creator, to act, and to perceive, in a ſui- 
table Body, as in its proper Vebicle. The Scion 

0 
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do indeed deſcribe to us the State of Separation, 
as more deſirable than our Preſent, to * the Spi- 
rits of juſt Men : But then they alſo deſcribe it as a 
State of ſome Languor, ſome Uneaſineſs, and of 
much and ardent Deſire to be ade more perfect. 


_ Uron the Whole; it is highly credible, that 
the ſeveral Perceptions of Pain and Pleaſure, 
would not affect an Human Mind, in a Manner 
ſo exquiſite, nor ſo awakening, when drveſted of 
a Bod, as when cloathed with one. The Frame 
of our preſent Bodies is indeed corruptible, 
and the Inlet to a great deal of Uneaſineſs 
hati WW and Guilt : And let it hereupon be obſerved, 
n that this make of them may be ſo exalted by 
And the Great Divine Artificer in a future Lite, as 
Lan- ſhall render them yet more ſuſceptible of any 
hich Impreſſions, which the Views of his Juſtice, ſhall 
Ad- determine to be proper for them; and ſo may 
di- exhibit, with the ſtronger Efficacy, the Veſſels of 
r the Wrath, as Objects and Monuments of his Ever- 
Soul laſting Diſpleaſure, to innumerable Worlds with- 
ent; WF in his vaſt Dominions. 


t of Ox the other Hand, by the ſame Wiſdom 

| which hath fo fearfully and wonderfully made us, 

a righteous Soul may have a Body prepared for 

true it, in ſuch apt Proportion to its Progrels in Righ- 

Bo- teounels, as ſhall let in upon it the juſt Mea- 
are, W fureof the Reward deſigned tor it. 


rigi- 
our 1 - | - — 
ſui- 0 =. 

Compare 2 Cor v. 6. and Phil. i. 23. with Heb. 
— xi. 40. and with Revel. vi. 10. | 


C THERE 
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T HxRE is nothing harſh, nothing incongruous, 
nothing of difficult Digeſtion, in this whole Sup- 
poſal ; Revelation, as I think, favours it; Rea. 
ſon hath nothing, which I can ſee, to objed 
againſt it; and therefore, it may paſs, I ſhould 
imagin, for a probable Reaſon, why we are 1 
receive in, or through, the Body, according io what 
we? have done, whether it be good or bad. 


5. and Laſtly, I would obſerve to you the r. 


fluence which theſe ſeveral Proſpe&s ought to have 


upon ut, in every Poſture and Relation, cvery Cin 
cumſtance and Condition, of our preſent Life. 


Now in order to give them their proper 
Weight with us, our Senſe of them ſhould le 
ſtrong and lively, conſtant and habitual ; uniform 
and extenſrve throughout all the Inſiances and 


Offices of Duty. 


1. I ſay, a ſirong and lively Senſe of theſe 
Things, ſhould with great Care and Diligence 
be imprinted upon our Thoughts. For can any 
Thing be more important, more momentous, to 
us, than the View of meeting our God, and lis 
Chriſt, in Judgment? Is there any Thing in this 
fleeting and tranſient Life, to be named in the 
Compariſon with an Iſſue, which ſhall affect us 
in our neareſt and moſt concerning Intereſts, and 
then is deſign'd to abide for ever by us? What 
can the Pleaſures or Profits of the preſent Sea- 
ſon bid as an equivalent for the Riſque of our 
Souls, or the Neglect of that Salvation, which 
is intended for them ? Pleaſures of a Moment” 


Con- 
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Continuance, to be ſucceeded by everlaſting 
Torments; or Profits, which can ſerve us 
only in a falſe Taſte, and a miſtaken Eſtimate 
of Things, and theſe to be purchaſed at the 
dreadful Expenſe ot our Creator's Favour, and 
of all our Hopes thereupon depending ! 


IMaGin the Dawn of that tremendous 
Day to be breaking upon you ; your ſelves juſt 
awaking from the Sleep of Death, and pre- 
paring to bear your reſpective Parts in that ſo- 
lemn Audit: Think what you then would give, 
or what you would not be content to part with, 
tor the Anſwer of a good Conſcience, to the ſeve- 
ra] Queries ot your awful Judge. What you 
then may lament with weeping and wailing and 
gnaſhing of Teeth, with fruitleſs Tears, and An- 
guiſh of Soul inexpreſſible and unſupportable, 
yon may 707, if you pleaſe, conſider to the 
Purpoſe; and, by a due Improvement of ths 
ſingle Thought, may be wile for Eternity, and 
happy for ever. Eſpecially it you would 


2. ENTERTAIN it with Frequency and Con- 
ancy, dwell a great deal upon it, and work 
it into an habitual Principle of Action; if you 
would ſuffer it to meet you at your Entrance 
upon any thing of a dubious or ſuſpected Aſpect ; 
and put the Queſtion to your own Hearts; 
* What Face will this bear, or what anſwer 
* ſhall we make for it, at the Judgment-ſeat of 
* Chriſt” 2 This would repreſs the Infolence of 
Vice, and try the Complexion of the moſt da- 


ing Sinner. 


CA 3. LEY 


. ˙ä ne ns... ht... 
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3. Le this Apprehenſion of your Appearence 
at the Judament-ſcat of Chriſt, not only be 
ſtrong and lively, conſtant and habitual ; but let 
it alſo be uniform and extenſive throughout all 
the Inſtances and Offices of Duty, Let every 
Thought, and Word, and Action, carry ſome 
Tincture of it; and then your whole Cera. 
tion will be as becometh the Goſpel. Remember 
that he who commanded ene Duty, commanded 
another; that he who forbad one Inſtance of Tran. 
greſſion, forbad alſo another, and will take nt 
Account of all; that every Paſſion, exceeding its n 
Rule and Boundary, is noted in a Book, and record- A 
ed for a Reckoning; that the Luſt of the Fleſh, the ll A 
Luft of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life, (one as well Ml > 
the other) are Articles, which, if here left uncan- 
cell'd, will there be found ſtanding out againlt M . 
you; never to be ſtruck off, never to be forgiven b 
you. For there the Worm dieth not, and te ! 
— never fall be quenched. le 


I have choſen this Subject, wherewith to cloe ! 
up my Miniſtry amongſt you, as it is of the lat 5' 
Importance to you and me, and the finiſhing & 
Event, which muſt conſign us all to our Fate 
for ever. It is not within the Compaſs of my 
Power, to make you any better or more ule- 7 
ful Return, for your manifold Favours, eu- - 
ly begun, and long continued to me, than, from 
the Views which I have now been laying belore 


_—__— _—— 


* 17 Tears ago. 


a. 


you, 
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you, to beſeech * you in Chriſt ſtead, that you 
rworld be reconciled unto Gad. For in very Deed ; 
+ my Heart's Deſire and Prayer to God for you is 
that you may be ſaved. 


To this great End, it I have at any Time, or 
in any Degree, contributed, by any Word of 
Exhortation, any Help of Inſtruction, any fur- 
therance given to the Doctrine of Chriſt, any 
due Improvement of its Principles, any juſt En- 
fo: cement of its Prccepts, or any fit Applica» 
tion of its Motives ; may God have the Glory, 
my felt the Pardon of my various Frailties ; 
and may ſome worthy Succeſſor, with a more 
able and maſterly Hand, finiſh the imperfect 
Structure of his leſs able Predeceſſor! 


Ir through much || Infirmity of the Fleſh, IJ have 
hitherto preach'd the Goſpel to you ; yet I hope 
you will allow me to make (as 1 do) this jo- 
lemn Declaration, that I have preach'd it with 
Smplicity and upright Meaning; and, for the 
reſt, with ſuch a Meaſure of Ability as God hath 
given me. But herein I am maniſeſt to the great 
Searcher of all our Hearts; and, in that View. 
of Compariſon, ff with me it is a very ſmall 
Thing that I ſhouid be judged of you, or of Man's 
Judgment ; and yet I depart not from my Truft, 


ire 
* 


 * Verſe 20th of this Chapter. 
. 

|| Gal. iv. 13. 

1i Corinth. iv. 3. 


that 
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that I am alſo manifeſt in your Conſciences ; al. 

though I commend not my ſelf again unto you, But 

it ever I have found Favony in your Sight ; if ever 
ou have iuclined your Ears unto the Words of in 

Mouth; Let theſe (the laſt I ſhall ever ſpeak to 

you in my preſent Capacity) ſink deep into your 

Hearts ; there let them have a peculiar Weight 
and a laſting Influence. 


Set the Lord always before you : Conſider your 
ſelves, upon each proper Occaſion, as in the 
Preſence of your holy Judge ; that Preſence, to 
which you will be one Day ſummon'd, with all 
the Pomp of Heaven, and all the Convulſions 
of an expiring World, to attend and to awaken 
you ; ſo behave in every Circumſtance of Lite, 
that you may have no Reaſon to dread the End 
of it; that, ſince the Relation, which hath ſub- 
ſiſted ſo long between us, is now to be diſſolved, 
if we have no farther Intercourſe in this World, 
we may nieet together in the next, with Glad- 
nels in our Countenances and Joy in our Hearts. 
There am I to account for my Miniſtry ; and 
= are you, for the Uſes you have made 
Ot It. 


ON my Part; 'tis my Comfort, that I have 
ſhunned no fit Opportunity, of declaring to you, 
whatever I could of, the whole Counſel of God. 
Upon you, I conceive, it is incumbent to be 
careful, that you * receive not the Grace of God 


— 


wa 


2 Cor. vi. 1 
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in vain. O ! my Brethren, as my Mouth is open 
unto you, ſo my Heart is enlarged. You would 
indeed be f my Foy and Crown; it any Service 
done you in your Spiritual Intereſts, any Addi- 
tion to your Happineſs, any Increaſe in the De- 
grees of your future Glory, might be placed to 
my Account in the great Day of Retribution. 


H If there be therefore am Conſolation in Chriſt, 
if any Comfort of Love, if any Fellowſhip of the 


= Sjirit, if any Bowels and Mercies ; fulfil ye my Joy. 
a Finally, Brethren, Farewell ; || Be perfect, be 
ons F good Comfort, be of one Mind, live in Peace; 
-on tat fo the God of Love and Peace may be 
ile, Neuer with you ! 

nd 
4 * 2 Cor. vi. 11. 

ed, ie. 1. 


1d, r 
ad- | 2 Corinth. xiii. 11. 
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